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They must be equipped  with 
knowledge  and  machinery to be 
empowered.

Our country’s farmers need all 
the support from the government 
if they are to be globally 
competitive.  This is the value 
of the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund.  It provides for 
the needs of farmers particularly 
on mechanization. Because 
admit or not,  farmers and even 
cooperatives cannot afford to 
buy multi-million machinery. 
And so,  the Department of 

Agriculture through PHilMech 
should intervene through facility 
assistance and capability building.  
This is the RCEF mechanization 
program.

The agricultural machinery 
distribution is not as easy as 
it sounds.  These agricultural 
machinery  must undergo bidding 
for suppliers of machine to be 
identified and selected with 
transparency.

Farmers must also be trained 
to fully utilize the technologies 

granted them.  Our FCAs must be 
knowledgeable and skilled on the 
proper use of the rice technologies 
so that they can realize the 
benefits of mechanization.

This issue of the newsletter 
focused on the distribution and 
online training of the  FCAs re  
RCEF mechanization  program.  
It highlights the dedication and 
commitment of the program 
implementers  amidst  constraints 
and  limitations  like the Covid 19 
pandemic.

Empowering Our Farmers
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MACHINE DISTRIBUTION

Farmers in Bicol get P54.6M 
rice machinery

Hon. Miguel Luis R. Villafuarte is one of the keynote speakers during the 
machine turn-over in Camarines Sur

BICOL FARMERS ARE NOW 
gaining access to mechanized 
rice farming through the P54.6M 
grant under the Rice Competitive 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
Mechanization Component of 
PHilMech.

The machinery distribution 
ceremony granted 29 units 
of rice combine harvester 
(P43.9M); 7 units of riding-type 
rice transplanter (P8M); 5 units 
of walk-behind rice transplanter 
(P1.6M); and 8 units of rice 
reaper (P857,000) to 31 Farmer 
Cooperatives and Associations 
(FCAs) in the region.

During his speech last June 
24, PHilMech Director Baldwin 
G. Jallorina encouraged Bicol 
farmers to elevate their farming 
practices by adopting and 
using mechanized rice farming 
technologies.

“Sa tulong ng mga makinaryang 
ito mapapagaan ang mga 
gawaing bukid, mapababa ang 
production cost at mapataas ang 
ani at kita ng bawat magsasaka”, 
Director Jallorina said.

“Itong combine harvester na 
naibigay sa amin ay ipapagamit 
namin sa mga miyembro ng 
kooperatiba, pati na rin yung mga 
gustong gumamit ng serbisyo 
ng makinarya kahit hindi sila 
miyembro ng aming kooperatiba,” 
Maymatan Farmers MPC 
Chairperson Felina Sanoy shared 
in an interview.

“Through these farm machines 
we can make our farmers globally 
competitive,” said Buluang 
Communal Irrigator’s Association 
President Edward Yater.

Regional Executive Director 
Rodel P. Tornilla emphasized that 
this is just the beginning of the 
six-year project implementation 
and that there are still 872 
DA-accredited rice farmers’ 
associations in Bicol region.

He also explained that FCAs who 
did not qualify during the first 
year can still apply (for grant 
farm machines) as long as they 
meet the qualifications set by 
PHilMech.

Mr. Randy Buen, President 
of Kuta Pawa Small Water 
Impounding Irrigation System 
Association (SWISA) mentioned 
the importance of the farm 
machinery they received as it will 
increase their productivity, solve 
their problem of labor shortage 
and speed up their farming 
operations.

“Nagpapasalamat kami sa 
patuloy na pagsuporta ng 
PHilMech sa mga programang 
pang magsasaka para sa aming 
masaganang ani at mataas na 
kita”, he proudly shared.

JKBSantiago
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CERTIFICATE AWARDING

CL farmers receive machine 
grants under RCEF

FCA received there certificates
and requested farm machines 

ABOUT 11,576 RICE FARMERS 
in Central Luzon will benefit 
from the machinery grants 
under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
Mechanization Component.

The Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development 
and Mechanization (PHilMech) 
evaluated, shortlisted and 
identified qualified beneficiaries 
who belonged to the 109 
Farmers’ Cooperatives and 
Associations (FCAs) in Nueva 
Ecija, Pampanga, Bulacan, Tarlac, 
Bataan, Aurora and Zambales.

Machinery distributed to FCAs 
include 97 units of four-wheel 
drive tractors, 19 units hand 
tractors, 4 units of precision 
seeders, 9 units of riding-type 
mechanical rice transplanters 
and 34 units of rice combine 
harvesters.

These machines worth 
Php253,559,000 are part of 
the 2-billion RCEF budget for 
2019. Distribution of machines 
happened between June 4 to 
June 30 this year.

Engr. Danilo M. Gamalog, RCEF 
mechanization cluster head for 
Regions I and III, expects that the 
full-delivery of machines will be 
completed by August.

A total of 158 hand tractors and 
eight walk-behind mechanical 
rice transplanters are yet to be 
delivered to these FCAs from the 
49 rice producing municipalities 
in the region.

Director Baldwin G. Jallorina, 
PHilMech Director IV, was present 
in all turn-over ceremonies held 
in the seven provinces in the 
region. He encouraged FCAs to 
be the best FCA they can be 
and work alongside PHilMech 
in transforming the future of 
agriculture.

This program of PHilMech and 
the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) will last for six years. Hopes 
are high that this program will 
make Filipino farmers globally 
competitive in rice production 
and postproduction.

Meanwhile, interested FCAs who 
want to avail of the program 
grant can visit their municipal 
agriculturist or visit PHilMech 
website and Facebook page for 
the list of requirements.

JMBSubaba
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ONLINE TRAINING 

Online training course of PHilMech on Cacao postharvest technologies 
and By-product utilization via zoom

PHilMech hones intermediaries 
on cacao technologies

A TOTAL OF 48 intermediaries 
from different government 
agencies namely Department 
of Science and Technology 
(Regions 1, 2, 3, 4b, 5, 8 and 
CAR), Department of Trade 
and Industry (Regions 3, 4a, 
7 and CAR), Provincial Local 
Government Units (Aurora, Albay, 
Cagayan, Cam Sur, Iloilo, Laguna, 
Ilocos Norte, Oriental Mindoro, 
Pangasinan, Quezon, Quirino and 
Sorsogon) and State Universities 
and Colleges (Southern Leyte 

State University) completed 
the Online Training Course on 
Cacao Postharvest Technologies 
and By-Product Utilization on 
September 16-17, 2020. The 
training aimed to enhance the 
knowledge of the participants 
on the recent development on 
postharvest technologies and 
by-product utilization for cacao.

Developed technologies 
for cacao that could help 
the cacao Industry as to 

production and postproduction 
(cacao processing system 
and by-products utilization) 
were presented by PHilMech 
technology innovators.

After the lecture-discussion, 
modular activities were sent 
to the participants for them to 
accomplish. Open forum after 
each module was included for the 
queries and clarifications raised 
by the participants.

Engr. Andres M. Tuates, Jr., Mr. 
Elijah Z. Davalos, Dr. Romualdo C. 
Martinez, Ms. Aileen R. Carriedo 
and Dr. Gigi Calica served as the 
resource persons.

A technology forum was also 
conducted right after the training. 
Engr. Irish R. Arambulo presented 
the PHilMech Technology 
Transfer and Commercialization. 
Dr. Emelie C. Ablaza discussed 
the PHilMech Industrial 
Promotion particularly on the 
PHilMech Technology Licensing 
Protocol.

AMCMiranda
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PHilMech shifts to “new normal” bidding
THE PHILIPPINE CENTER for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) shifted 
from face-to-face bidding to a virtual 
set-up. It now conducts  online bidding 
conferences for the supply, delivery 
and testing of various machinery 
under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
Mechanization Program.

The shift of the normal public bidding 
to online platforms is an attempt to 
show transparency to the public on 
how the allocated 5 Billion budget 
from RCEF will be spent.

“Great efforts for online transparent 
bidding of DA-PHilMech, kudos po!” 
Boyet Bajandi, a Facebook netizen 
commented on the online bidding at 
the DA-PHilMech facebook page.

The bidding is for supply, delivery 
and testing of various rice machinery 
such as four-wheel drive tractor, hand 
tractor, floating tiller, precision rice 
seeder, walk-behind and riding type 
transplanter, rice reaper, rice combine 
harvester, thresher, mechanical grain 
dryer, and rice mill.

A pre-bid conference is first 
conducted to discuss and explain 
procedures for bidding including the 
eligibility requirements, technical and 
financial aspects of the bid.

Local agri-machinery manufacturers/
suppliers are present to participate 
in discussion of the lots, eligibility, 
technical specification, and financial 
requirements regarding the contract 
of bid. 

Engr. Raul R. Paz, Bid and Award 
Committee (BAC) chairperson, advises 
bidders to write to PHilMech if they 
have questions and clarifications.

After the pre-bidding, bidding proper 
follows with qualified bidders vying 
for the machinery lots. Then post 
qualification follows.

For the physically present 
participants, the management 
facilitates a strict implementation of 
the safety protocols through proper 
screening and social distancing. 
Health certificates were also required 
to present upon entry on the vicinity 
of PHilMech.

Meanwhile, online participants attend 
the conference via zoom application 
and live streaming at Facebook.

New set-up of PHilMech for the online bidding process

PCESoliven

RCEF BIDDING ENGR. PAZ

Bid and Award Committee (BAC) chairperson
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PHilMech steps up online 
training amid ‘new normal’

FCA PARTICIPANTS

FCA participants during online training

THE PHILIPPINE CENTER for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) trained 
1, 387 machine operators from 
694 Farmers’ Cooperatives and 
Associations (FCAs) nationwide 
amidst the pandemic. Through online 
training courses and webinars, 
PHilMech hopes to accelerate 
the implementation of the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Program-Mechanization Program 
(RCEF-MP).

“With the Covid-2019 pandemic 
forcing social distancing, PHilMech 
needs to conduct its training for 
RCEF-MC through online channels. 

So far, PHilMech has gotten positive 
feedback from the beneficiaries 
of RCEF-MP who have attended 
our online training,” said PHilMech 
Executive Director Dr. Baldwin G. 
Jallorina.

PHilMech utilizes social media 
platforms to conduct online training 
courses. It coordinates with the Field 
Moderators (FMs) who serves as the 
on-site Training Management staff in 
lieu of PHilMech for the conduct of 
the online training for the FCAs.

Jallorina said that since the 
quarantines and lockdowns started 
in March, PHilMech successfully 

conducted 43 three-day online 
training sessions from July 20 to 
September 11, 2020.

The online training courses covered 
the topics on Rice Tariffication 
Law and RCEF-MP, and the basic 
principles, methods, and systems 
of using the rice machinery with 
emphasis on land preparation, crop 
establishment, transplanting, and 
harvesting and threshing.

The training course had an open 
forum after discussion of the main 
topics.
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Mr Mario V. Pascua of Technology Management Training Division (TMTD)
Is the speaker during the online training

Most of the participants from the 
FCAs gave positive feedback to the 
online training courses conducted 
by PHilMech for the RCEF-MP.

Jallorina said that with the 
varying degrees of lockdowns 
and quarantines in the Philippines, 
PHilMech will continue to hold 
online training and even consider 
that when things return to normal, 
or when the threat from Covid-19 is 
minimized or eradicated.

“The holding of online seminars 
also helps farmers appreciate the 
digital realm and digitalization that 
is starting to influence agriculture, 
particularly in developed countries,” 
he said.

The organized field moderators 
who are also members of the FCAs 

have become the key to the online 
training course’s success. They 
served as training management staff 
on site. They were in-charge to set-
up the required equipment to access 
the online training for the farmers. 
They assist the FCAs in filling-out 
online forms and other documents 
prior and after the training proper.
In time of the pandemic where most 
are in need of income, these FMs 

were given an opportunity earn a 
daily minimum wage for the service 
they provided.

Also the support of the local 
government units is very vital 
especially in providing IT equipment 
and facilities for a conducive learning 
environment for the farmers.

PHilMech Comm Group

ONLINE LEARNING
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COMBINE HARVESTER

PHilMech intensifies distribution of farm 
machines under RCEF

RCEF machinery ready for distribution
around Regions  1, 2, 3, 4a, 5, and 7

THE PHILIPPINE CENTER for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) has so 
far distributed 512 pieces of farm 
machines in six regions that form 
part of the P2-billion worth of 
machines that were successfully 
bidded out and purchased by the 
agency early this year.

The agency is currently bidding 
out the next batch of farm 
machines worth at least P5 billion, 
of which P3 billion forms part of 
the machines that was supposed 
to be acquired in 2019.

Before the end of the year, 
PHilMech will bid out another 
P3 billion to complete the P5 
billion worth of machines to be 

distributed this year under the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF) Mechanization 
Component.

PHilMech Executive Director 
Baldwin Jallorina said the agency 
is stepping up the distribution of 
farm machines under the RCEF 
Mechanization Component despite 
the lockdowns and quarantines 
imposed to varying degrees in 
many parts of the Philippines 
to contain the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has also affected 
businesses related to agriculture 
and the rural economy in general.

“Admittedly, the varying degrees 
of lockdowns and quarantines 
that the government imposed to 

stop the spread of the coronavirus 
also affected the movement of 
our field personnel and operations 
of our headquarters in Munoz, 
Nueva Ecija. But we at PHilMech 
still managed to proceed with 
the distribution of farm machines 
and continue the validation of 
qualified farmers cooperatives 
and associations (FCAs) as 
beneficiaries of the program,” he 
said.

“We are also exercising 
transparency in the bidding 
process as the proceedings are 
aired live over the official PHilMech 
Facebook page, from the pre-
bidding process to the actual 
opening of bids,” Jallorina added.
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As for the ongoing distribution of 
farm machines under the RCEF 
Mechanization Component, the 
PHilMech Director said a total 
of 512 have been distributed 
as of end-July in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region, Ilocos 
Region (Region 1), Cagayan Valley 
(Region 2), Central Luzon (Region 
3), Calabarzon (Region 4A), Bicol 
Region (Region 5) and Central 
Visayas (Region 7).

The type of farm machines 
distributed so far are the four-
wheel tractors, 106; hand 
tractors, 77; floating tillers, 25; 
precision seeder, 21; walk behind 
transplanter, 39; reaper, 34; and 
combine harvester, 176.

Jallorina said distribution of more 
farm machines are scheduled 
this month in Caraga (Region 
13), Eastern Visayas (Region 8), 
Zamboanga Peninsula (Region 9) 
and Northern Mindanao (Region 
10).

For September, PHilMech has 
scheduled distribution of farm 
machines in Mimaropa (Region 
4B), Davao Region (Region 11), 
Soccsksargen (Region 12), 
Western Visayas (Region 6), and 
Central Visayas (Region 7).
Jallorina said the distribution 
of farm machines amid the 
coronavirus pandemic will be a 
big boost to the rural economy 
as this would help increase 
food production and incomes of 
farmers.

Also, farm machines need 
scheduled maintenance that would 
require skilled labor and workers.

“PHilMech continues to make 
adjustments on how to conduct 
the bidding, purchasing and 
distribution of farm machines amid 

the lockdowns and quarantines 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, as we at the agency 
realize how pivotal the RCEF 
Mechanization Component is in 
helping the rural economy recover 
amid the health crisis,” he said.

PHilMech Comm Group
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RCEF mech 
quarterly update

walk-behind transplanter, riding-
type transplanter, reaper, combine 
harvester, and mobile rice mill.

As of this third quarter,  a total 
of 1,207  machines have been 
distributed from  the 2019 budget.

PHilMech continues to prepare 
and process for the succeeding 
machine distribution in the coming 
year.

Before the year ends, the 
remaining budget for 2019 will be 
consumed and the 2020 budget 
utilization will begin.  

MACHINE GRANT 

THE MECHANIZATION 
COMPONENT  of the  Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF) continues  to 
distribute farm machinery to the 
intended beneficiaries amidst the 
pandemic. As of the third quarter 
of the year 2020, an additional 
of 1,018 farm machines has been 
distributed from the first batch 
of 2019 budget to all the regions 
in the Philippines including CAR, 
Regions 1, 2, 3, 4a, 4b, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12 and CARAGA region. 

The distributed machines, both 
local and imported, included 
four-wheel tractor, hand tractor, 
floating tiller, precision seeder, 

FCA members granted farm machinery
from the RCEF mechanization program

Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund
mechanization component

Distribution Areas

• Region 1 • Region 2 • Region 

3 • Region 4a • Region 4b •  

Region 5 • Region 6 • Region 7 • 

Region 8 • Region 9 • Region 10 

• Region 11 • Region 12 • CAR • 

CARAGA region

Distributed Technologies

Four-wheel tractor (74)(74)

Hand tractor (188)(188)

Floating Tiller (246)(246)

Precision Seeder (52)(52)

Walk-behind transplanter (58)(58)

Riding-type transplanter (102)(102)

Reaper (60)(60)

Combine Harvester (224)(224)

Mobile Rice Mill (14)(14)

July-September Distribution

DMCCapariño
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Sec. William D. Dar with the FCAs

PHilMech Director Baldwin Jallorina

Sec. Dar with Director Jallorina and the FCAsBlessing of the farm machinery

Rice Reapers Four-wheel Tractors
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FCA HEADS

Machine Distribution Gets 
Positive Feedback

Heads of Farmers Cooperatives and Associations (FCAs) from different municipalities 

THE FIRST BATCH OF RECIPIENTS 
of the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund-Mechanization 
Program (RCEF-MP) are optimistic 
that the machines given to them will 
improve their productivity. This is 
according to interviews of a number 
of recipients conducted by the 
Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHilMech).

Under RCEF-MP, PHilMech 
distributes to qualified farmers 
cooperatives and association (FCAs) 
various farm machines as grants 
funded by an annual P5-billion 
allocation. The recipients all thanked 
Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, the chair of 
the Senate Committee on Food and 
Agriculture; Agriculture Secretary 
William D. Dar; and PHilMech 

Director Baldwin G. Jallorina for 
the machines given to them at no 
expense.

All of the FCAs that have gotten 
farm machines, through their 
officers or representatives, 
expressed gratitude and hope that 
the equipment they received under 
RCEF-MP will help them cultivate 
palay (unmilled rice) in a shorter 
time, reduce production cost, lessen 
postharvest losses, help address 
farm labor shortages, and attract 
more of the youth to farming, among 
others.

“Maraming salamat sa aming 
natanggap na four-wheel tractor 
kasi napakalaking tulong po nito na 
mas mapapabilis po yung paggawa 
sa sakahan. Ito po yung mabilis 

na paraan upang yung pag-laland 
prep po namin ay mas maayos. 
Hindi po lingid sa inyong kaalaman 
na kumakaunti na po ang farm 
workers kaya napakalaking tulong 
po nito. Maraming salamat po sa 
DA, sa PHilMech, kay Senator 
Villar at sa lahat ng tumulong para 
magkaroon po kami nito (We are 
very grateful for the four-wheel 
tractor given to us as this would be 
of great help to us. This equipment 
makes land preparation faster and 
more orderly. Many people also do 
not know that there is a shortage 
of farm workers, so the four-wheel 
tractor will be beneficial to us. We 
thank the DA, PHilMech, Sen. Villar 
and to those who helped us get this 
farm tractor),” said Lyn David of the 
Pilar Magsaysay Irrigators Services 
Association Inc. In Pilar, Bataan.

by John C. Arayat
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Marissa Ferrer of the Carriedo 
Malabog Irrigators Association Inc. in 
Licab, Nueva Ecija said the machines 
they received will help them get 
through the coronavirus disease 
pandemic.

“Ito po ang tulay para umangat 
kaming magsasaka lalo na po 
ngayon na inabot po natin ang krisis 
na ito (The assistance will help us 
farmers especially now that the we 
are also affected by the coronavirus 
crisis),” she added.

Bonifacio B. Fagela, a farm machine 
operator of the Arangkada Sto. 
Domingo Federated Farmers 
Association Inc. in Sto. Domingo, 
Ilocos Sur, said the machines they 
received like combine harvester 
rice and transplanter will help them 
lessen their cost in cultivating the 
crop.

“Napakalaking kabawasan sa 
gastusin, napapadali ang pagsasaka 
at nababawasan din ang problema 
sa kawalan ng mapagtatrabaho sa 
tuwing panahon ng pagtatanim at 
pagaani ng palay (The machines 
will help us lessen our costs in 
cultivating rice as work will be faster 
and the issue of not finding farm 
workers will be lessened both in the 
stages of planting and harvesting 
palay),” he said. He added that they 
will take good care of the machines 
given to them.

In Cavite province, Danilo M. 
Purificacion, president of the City 
Agricultural and Fishery Business 
Group in Dasmarinas City, said the 
combine harvest they received will 
also help address labor shortages in 
rice farming.

“Kami po ay lubos na 
nagpapasalamat sa pagkakaloob 
sa amin ng isang rice combine 
harvester na malaki pong tulong ito 
sa aming mga magsasaka dito sa 
Dasmarinas sa kadahilanang medyo 
mahirap na po ngayong humanap 
ng taga ani,” (We are very thankful 
for the rice combine harvester 
given do us that is a big help to us 
as it is hard to look for workers for 
harvesting palay),” he said.

For Gregorio Ramos Jr. of the 
Naguilian Irrigators Service 
Association Inc. in Naguilian, La 
Union, the machines given to them 
will help work faster in the field and 
lessen costs.

“Lubos po ang aming pasasalmat 
sa malaking tulong para umangat 
lalo ang estado ng aming paumuhay 
bilang magsasaka at mapadali 
ang trabaho at mabawasan ang 
malaking gastusin sa pagsasaka 
(We are thankful for the great help 
to improve our lives as farmers and 
to make work faster the fields and 

lessen our costs),” he said.

He added the machines given to 
them will also help other farmers 
in their locality to increase their 
harvests, as his cooperative can 
now provide services to them like 
land preparation and harvesting.

“At the same time, makakatulong 
sa ating mga magsasaka na upang 
tumaas ang kanilang kita (We can 
help our fellow farmers to increase 
their incomes),” he said.

For Dionisio Q. Pablo of the Detailen 
Maria Aurora Irrigators Association in 
Maria Aurora, Aurora, the farm 
machines given to them will help 
young people turn to farming.

“Ito ay kailangang-kailangan sa 
ngayon gawa nang sa panahong ito 
ang mga kabataan ay mahirap nang 
hikayatin sa pagsasaka (The farm 
machines are needed in this time 
as it is hard to attract the youth to 
farming),” he said.
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TRAINEES

(left) Participants from Brgy. Bagumbayan Farmers Association
(right) Participants from the Bejia Calibuyo Irrigators Association

PARTICIPANTS FROM 
PHILMECH’S online training 
under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
Mechanization Program have 
nothing but praise for the 
agency’s new training method as 
it continues its mission despite 
the challenges brought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The “Online Training Course on 
the Operation and Maintenance 
of Rice Machines” conducted by 
the Technology Management 
and Training Division (TMTD) will 
be done per batch for three-
days each, with participants 
coming from different Farmers 

Cooperatives and Associations 
(FCA) all over the Philippines.

With the training starting in July 
20, TMTD, led by division chief 
Helen R. Calica, have concluded 
the first three batches with many 
more batches to follow for the first 
part of the training.

As of August 3 to 5, TMTD had 
just concluded training a further 
three batches, which consisted 
of 134 participants from 77 FCAs 
nationwide.

With restrictions for travelling 
set in place, TMTD turned to Field 
Moderators (FM) and the Facility 

Management and Field Operations 
Division (FMFOD), as well as the 
cooperation of the LGUs to make 
sure that the training courses were 
successfully conducted.

Some of the FMs, while unaffiliated 
with PHilMech, were connected to 
the FCAs. Some of the FMs were 
private individuals with knowledge 
in IT/social media, some were from 
the LGUs and some were students 
with a heart to help. These 
individuals were well oriented to 
assist in the online training.

Capturing the spotlight were the 
participants of the training, who 
had nothing but praise for the 

All Smiles for RCEF Mech
Online Training

by Gio Anton T. Barroga



Feature

PHILMECH JUL-SEPT 2020 19

TMTD TEAM

TMTD  team behind the PHilMech online training

agency’s efforts to push through 
with the training, operating under 
a “new normal” system. Positive 
impressions flooded the comment 
sections of every webinar session.
One FCA from the San Narciso 
Agriculture Cooperative said: 
“Very interesting topics, we hope 
in the near future all individual 
farmers will be given free online 
lectures like this to make them 
updated in proper rice planting and 
management.”

Another FCA called “Mfa Sapad” 
said: “Naibigay po ng training na 
ito ang 100 percent  na kaalaman 
sa makabagong kagamitan at 
wastong pamaraan para mapadali 
at makatipid sa oras at gastos 
sa mga magsasaka na nais 
makukuha ng mataas na harvest/
income.” (This training gave [us] 
100% knowledge on the new 
technologies, as well as the proper 
way to make farming easier – 
saving time and money to get a 
higher yield and income).

Domorog Farmers Irrigators 
Association said: “Malaking 
tulong ang PHilMech sa lahat ng 
magsasaka sa buong Pilipinas. 
Kung hindi sa DA, through 
PHilMech, nagkaroon kami ng 
lakas ng loob lalo ngayong 
magkakaroon na ang aming 
association ng kagamitan sa 
pagsasaka” (PHilMech has been 
a big help for all farmers in the 
Philippines. If not for DA, through 
PHilMech, we now have the 
courage, especially now that our 
association will have new farming 
equipment).

Pologon Farmers Association 
said: “So far, marami naman po 
kaming natutunan sa three-day 
webinar. (So far, we’ve learned 
a lot in the three–day seminar.) 
Like for instance, the machinery 
used by the farmers to be 
globally competitive. It came to a 
realization that we have to cope 
with the trend in order for the 
farmers not to be left behind. And 

this webinar really helped a lot. 
Kudos to the team”
The three-day training is 
compiled of discussions 
regarding the Rice Tariffication 
Law and Rice Mechanization 
Program, land preparation, crop 
establishment, direct seeding 
and rice transplanting, precision 
rice seeder, and harvesting and 
thresher. Open forum follows each 
concluding day.

Experts from PHilMech consists 
of Applied Communication Chief 
Engr. Aldrin Badua, TMTD’s Mario 
Pascua, and FMFOD’s Roland Ruiz 
and Engr. Niño Bengosta. 

The TMTD will proceed with the 
second part of the training which 
will be hands-on after the first part 
is concluded. The division ensures 
that each training will observe the 
proper safety protocols to avoid 
the transmission of the virus.
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ONLINE POSTER

Official poster for the GAD training workshop

Online HGDG training conducted anew
TAKE  TWO. After the successful 
conduct of the “Online Training 
Workshop on the  Use and 
Application of Harmonized 
Gender and Development  
Guidelines (HGDG) to Program 
Development “ last  June 15-19, 
2020,   an online  training repeat 
was done. 

The  GAD Focal Point System 
of the Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development 
and Mechanization (PHilMech)  
spearheaded by Dr. Helen F. 
Martinez conducted  a  similar 
training  for its second batch 
of trainees, mostly project 

leaders  and staff of the different 
divisions. The training workshop 
was conducted  on July 20-
24,2020 with 20  participants.
There were four female and six 
male participants.

Ms. Jemelle Z. Millanes,  a 
GAD professional under the  
Gender Resource Program of  
the Philippine Commission on  
Women (PCW)  served as the 
resource person.
 
The training workshop aimed to 
increase the knowledge and skills 
of the participants in assessing 
gender responsiveness 

of projects and program 
and integrating the gender 
perspectives in the project 
development cycle.  The training 
workshop also discussed the 
basic concepts of GAD and 
the various methods of gender 
analysis.

On the whole,  the participants 
were appreciative of the 
conducted training workshop.  
They have realized the 
importance  and vocalized their 
commitment  of  integrating 
gender perspectives in their 
respective projects.  

MBGonzalez
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PHilMech 2020 mid-year review
pushes through

Second day of the review together with Mancom members, section chiefs and unit heads

THE 2020 MID-YEAR AGENCY 
review was conducted in 
September 21-25 at PHilMech. 
Catch up plans against the 
challenges caused by the 
pandemic were also tackled.  Dr. 
Baldwin G. Jallorina, Director 
IV of PHilMech, other  Mancom 
members, section chiefs and unit 
heads participated in the said 
activity through physical or digital 
appearance.

The review took five days tackling 
all concerns and issues from each 
division.

Regardless of the quarantine 
restrictions due to the pandemic, 
PHilMech managed to push 
through its mid-year review since 
it is necessary to determine and 
assess agency performance in 
terms of physical and financial 
targets.

The pandemic quarantine 
restrictions resulted to 
some delays in the project 
implementations, especially 
the projects that are being 
implemented outside of PHilMech 
main office. Also, during the 
enhanced community quarantine 
(ECQ), there were national 

issuances or directives that led 
to the re-programming of budget, 
termination and re-directions of 
some projects, and formulation of 
proposals that will minimize the 
effect of the Covid-19. 

The arrival of the novel corona 
virus brought great impact to 
agriculture and fishery sectors. 
It caused the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) to pursue more 
aggressively food security 
concerns amid the pandemic. 
PHilMech is mandated to 
implement programs and 
projects that contribute to the 
government’s efforts of sustaining 
food security. DMCCapariño

MID-YEAR REVIEW
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ORIENTATION SEMINAR

Group photo of BPED team together with the participants

GAD, GMP, HACCP on moringa 
powder processing
THE ORIENTATION SEMINAR on 
GAP, GMP and HACCP as applied 
to moringa powder processing was 
conducted in September 2020 at 
the AgroMak facility compound. 

Ten officers and members of 
Multicom Producers Cooperative 
and SAMALUP attended the 
workshop which aimed to orient 
the participants on the importance 
of Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP), Good Manufacturing 
Practices (GMP) and Hazard 
Analysis Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) in producing good quality, 
safe and shelf-stable moringa 
powder.

Technical experts from PHilMech 
served as speakers. They include 
Dr. Ma. Cristina B. Gragasin, 
Supervising Science Research 
Specialist, Mr. Elija Davalos, Senior 
Science Research Specialist, 
Engr. Christian de Vera, Research 
Specialist 1,  and  Dr. Ofero A. 
Caparino, Chief Science Research 
Specialist.

The speakers discussed the goals 
and objectives of the AFACI-APPT 
project highlighting increase in 
income of the less fortunate 
farming sector in the community 
through promotion and adoption 
of existing and or new developed 
technologies.

The topic on GAP focused on 
the appropriate practices during 
cultivation and production stage 
of moringa leaves that can reduce 
the risk of microbial contamination 
and other harmful contaminants 
It was emphasized by the speaker 
that aside from using clean 
irrigation water, a moringa farm 
must be free from heavy metals, 
pesticide residues and various 
pathogenic microbes.

Meanwhile, GMP was also 
emphasized to be applied in the 
manufacture of food products 
to ensure that the products are 
produced according to quality 
standards. The speaker also 
asserted that to produce safe and 
good quality moringa powder/
products, it must start from quality 
raw materials that have been 
produced from the farmers that 
follow good agricultural practices. 

The lecture on HACCP highlighted 
the practices of managing and 
controlling several contaminants 
(e.g. biological, chemical, 
and physical hazards) from 
production, procurement, handling, 
manufacturing, distribution and 
consumption of the finished 
product that may occur along the 
food chain.

The seminar gained positive 
feedback from the participants. 
According to them, the knowledge 
on GAP, GMP and HACCP they 
acquired will be very useful in their 
upcoming activities on moringa 
production and processing so that 
they can obtain good quality, safe 
and shelf-stable moringa powder.

DMCCapariño
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FPD WORKSHOP

Orientation and workshop at the FPD

GAD orientation and HGDG 
workshop held
THE FOOD PROTECTION DIVISION 
of PHilMech held its first  meeting 
focusing on the Gender and 
Development (GAD) agenda. The 
objective was  to mainstream gender 
issues in individual projects using the 
Harmonized GAD Guideline (HGDG) 
Form. 

The GAD agenda seeks to empower 
women in all sectors of society 
including women in the office 
workforce to rectify social inequality 
brought about by tradition, culture 
and social norms in the access 
of resources and opportunities.  
Women empowerment and equality 
comprise the core of said agenda 
and belatedly recognized as missing 
dimension in development programs 
that the government waged over 
the years against poverty, disease 

and ignorance.  Neglecting women 
empowerment led to further 
deprioritization of their plight and 
denied them due recognition of their 
significant contributions to society, 
thus   the recognition of this dismal 
failure led to the evolution of the RA 
9710, an act providing Magna Carta on 
Women in 2009.  

The meeting was held at the FPD 
Office on September 17, 2020 where 
the philosophical underpinnings 
of GAD was first laid down and 
discussed for better understanding 
and appreciation of the staff.  Among 
the topics included the specific joint 
circulars such as that from the PCW-
NEDA-DBM directorate ordering each 
government agency to formulate their 
respective GAD Agenda.    

Pertinent to the issues discussed 

were two sections of the IRR specific 
to PHilmech, Sections 23 (Rule 5) 
and 36 (Rule 6), the former explicitly 
mandating PHilMech in its technical 
design and commercial promotion 
to consider the fitness of such 
technologies as per women and men 
client abilities and physical power.  The 
latter refers the formulation of agency 
GAD Agenda and the obligatory 
financial allocation of five per cent 
by way of attribution over the total 
project and finally, agency budget.

The use of the Harmonized GAD 
Guideline (HGDG) Tool as a measuring 
stick to gauge projects even at their 
conceptual stage was ably provided 
by Dr. Helen F. Martinez, the current 
Chairperson of the GAD Focal Point 
System.  Mother documents of on-
going projects submitted for PCW 
evaluation for tagging purposes were 
used as actual example to show how 
the Commission reviews project 
documents relative to the inclusion 
of the GAD Agenda in PHilmech’s 
undertakings.    EZDavalos






